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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



April, 



Berne Peace Bureau, in accordance with the vote of the 
Peace Congresses, has risen to 16,812.10 francs. 
. . . The Commission of the International Peace Bu- 
reau will hold its spring meeting at Berne, Switzerland, 
on Saturday, the 26th of May, to complete the program 
for the Fifteenth Peace Congress, etc. 
. . . Mr. Leon Bourgeois, the new Minister of Foreign 
Affairs in the French Cabinet, was, as will be remem- 
bered, the chairman of the French Delegation to the 
Hague Conference in 1899. He is a pronounced and 
active friend of the cause of international arbitration. 
. . . After the great French mine disaster, one of the 
saddest that has ever occurred, a salvage corps was sent 
across the border from Germany, from the Westphalian 
coal mines, with the best apparatus, stored oxygen, and 
breathing tubes. The French were inexpressibly grate- 
ful for the assistance rendered by the Germans, and when 
the Westphalian corps departed it was " amidst inde- 
scribable enthusiasm." A big French soldier is reported 
to have exclaimed : " In spite of Morocco we are down- 
right good friends and comrades." How luminous is an 
expression of humanity like this compared with horrible 
deeds of war committed in times past by Germans and 
Frenchmen against each other ! Senator d'Estournelles 
de Constant sent a telegram of thanks to the German 
miners who had brought the aid. 

... A number of members of the Japanese parlia- 
ment have associated themselves together and formed 
a Group of the Interparliamentary Union. 



Correspondence. 

THE INAUGURATION OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION WORK 
IN JAPAN. 

30 Koun Machi. 
Tokyo, March 15, 1906. 
Dr. B. F. Trueblood, 

Secretary of the American Peace Society. 

Dear Friend: Within the past few weeks many things 
of interest in connection with the peace cause have been 
claiming our attention. 

On February 14 was held the first arnual meeting of 
the " Council of the Friends of Peace and Arbitration." 
The report of the Executive Committee was interesting 
and encouraging, though, of course, the actual work done 
was very small. The report showed an increase in mem- 
bership from fourteen to twenty. Among the new 
members is Bishop Fyson of the Church of England. 
The new members, all of them strong workers, have 
come in under a deep sense of the importance of the 
work. But as our annual report is now in the press I 
need not write more about this meeting. The report 
will be sent as soon as possible. 

At the time of the annual meeting of our Council the 
Executive Committee was authorized to take steps 
toward calling a joint conference of Japanese and 
foreign workers who might be interested in organizing 
an arbitration and peace society adapted to present day 
conditions in Japan. We have always looked upon our 
present Council as only preparatory, and since it was 
organized during the war we have never invited any 
Japanese to join it, just working on in a quiet way until 
the hour should come for a more general movement. 



Being convinced, by the signs of the times, and par- 
ticularly by private interviews with reliable men, that 
the time had come for action, our Executive Committee 
prepared the following statement in Japanese : 

" Recognizing the blessing and beauty of peace, be- 
lieving in the practicability of arbitration in the 
settlement of industrial disturbances and international 
differences, and desiring to see the principles of peace 
and arbitration made known more widely, we, the under- 
signed, hereby express our desire to be present at the 
council which is to be held at the Y. M. C. A. parlors, 
March 14, at 3 P. M., for the purpose of considering the 
advisability of organizing a national peace and arbitra- 
tion league suited to the present needs of Japan." 
(Signatures.) 

With this document (also a copy of the Advocate 
of Peace and a copy of the " Report of the Boston 
Peace Congress ") the Secretary of the Council spent 
ten days (and parts of nights) in interviewing reliable 
Christian men. The spirit of the movement was care- 
fully and personally explained to every one as an effort 
to unify good reliable men in constructive work in sup- 
port of arbitration, the development of international 
law and the cultivation of world-wide brotherhood. 
It was not an attempt to unify opinion concerning war, 
but rather to unify effort for the study and teaching of 
the great world-wide peace and arbitration movement 
among statesmen, educators, business men, specialists in 
international law, Christian workers, etc. 

The result of this individual work was that about 
forty-five out of the best and most reliable men of 
Tokyo gladly (for there was never any urging) signed 
this call, and a number of others who could not be 
present wrote letters of approval to be read at the 
meeting. Among the men who signed were two mem- 
bers of Parliament, two judges (one of them chief of 
the Tokyo Court) three lawyers, two college presidents, 
five college and university professors and instructors, 
two physicians, two business men, two Y. M. C. A. sec- 
retaries, three editors, one bishop, the leading pastors of 
Tokyo, and a number of evangelists and missionaries. 

About forty of these were present at the meeting yes- 
terday. Greetings from those who could not attend, 
included a telegraphic greeting from the Missionary Con- 
ference (union) of Central Japan, then in session. 
There was a genuine and deep interest manifest. Dr. 
K. Ibuka, president of the Presbyterian College, was 
chosen as Chairman, Mr. Hirazawa, of the Tokyo Bar, 
Japanese Secretary, and Gilbert Bowles, English Secre- 
tary. After a most interesting and encouraging dis- 
cussion, a committee of ten was appointed to draft a 
constitution and call another meeting. It is too early 
to predict the outcome of this movement, but the men 
who have taken hold of it are capable of stirring the 
nation. Very sincerely yours, 

Gilbert Bowles. 



The Strong and the Weak. 

BY LUCIA AMES MEAD.* 

The last century marked an astounding advance in the 
recognition of the rights of women, children and all within 

•From Mrs. Mead's forthcoming manual for teachers on "Patriotism 
and the New Internationalism." 



